


“HALI PUBLICATIONS”, WHY DO YOU DISGRACE “HALI” ??? 


HALI magazine has always been considered a reputable publication for everyone 
who loves Oriental carpets and enjoys the beauty of textiles from different nations of the world. 
The name Hali is derived from the ancient and modern Turkish word for carpet. It was 
established in 1978 in London (1.). 

The magazine has always been distinguished by its professionalism, impartiality of its 
publications, adherence to standards and loyalty to the principles of objective presentation of 
the published material. 

HALI magazine for 2015 (Summer 2015, issue 184) published an article about the George 
Hewitt Myers textile collection, donated by him to the Washington Textile Museum. One of the 
unique exhibits of the collection is the Karabakh embroidery (silk tablecloth) of the 17th century, 
a photo of which is also placed on the front page of the magazine. The description of embroidery 
in the magazine article matches the one of the Textile Museum. HALI magazine has placed the 
following text under the embroidery photo: 

4. Azerbaijan embroidered panel, Caucasus, 17th century. The Textile Museum 2.7, 
acquired by George Hewitt Myers from Charles Dikran Kelekian in 1951 

The description of this embroidery is based on the one of Dikran Kelekian himself, who 
sold the embroidery to George Hewitt Myers in 1951 just before his death. 

The belonging of embroidery to both Karabakh and Azerbaijan has never been in doubt, 
since both Dikran Kelekian and George Hewitt Myers and the Washington Textile Museum are 
the highest professionals in expert textile attribution, and they were all free from ethnic or 
political prejudice. It should not be forgotten that after the conquest of the South Caucasus by 
the Russian Empire, Karabakh was always a part of Azerbaijan. And therefore, the description: 
“Azerbaijani embroidery. Caucasus, 17th century’ represents the reality. The categorical 
rejection of this description began to appear in the early 1990s, immediately after the 
occupation of Karabakh by Armenian separatists. It was necessary to defend everywhere the 


historical, political and cultural belonging of Karabakh and its cultural heritage - exclusively to 
the Armenian ethnos. 

The emergence and widespread use of social networks has opened up new opportunities 
for virtual communication, advertising, propaganda and business. The problems that began with 
the sale of the HALI magazine predetermined, in addition to the “paper” format of the magazine, 
the appearance of its virtual (digital) analogue. The electronic format of the magazine is easier 
to sell and easier to hide from paying taxes. 

Not limited to online sales of the paper version of the magazine (eBay, Amazon), the sale 
of its electronic PDF version is also being established (2.). And finally, the editorial board of the 
magazine is struck by a "brilliant" idea: it is possible to sell not only the new issues of the 
magazine, but also the old ones that are in the archive. For this, all numbers are digitized and 
their advertising begins on the Facebook social network, on the page “HALI Publications” (3.). 


Everything that the editors of the magazine did for commercial "survival" and propaganda 
of the knowledge about carpets accumulated over many years is of course welcomed. Because 
the magazine has faithfully served the cause of spreading knowledge about carpets. For many 
years, the magazine's publications have been a real “balm for the soul” to many and many carpet 
and fabric lovers around the world. 

But the nobility, aristocracy, and scientific objectivity of the "paper" magazine, 
apparently, were not broadcast by its virtual version of "HALI Publications". Apparently, the 
Facebook page of the magazine is already curated by people of a new generation, free from the 
“mothball-smelling" aristocracy, nobility and scientific objectivity. 

On May 30, 2019, the Facebook platform “HALI Publications” posts on its website a photo 
of the same embroidery from the Kelekian / Myers / The Textile Museum collection. A text 
corresponding to its museum attribution was placed under the photograph. As a "top fan" of the 
HALI Publications page, | liked this post. Other users of the page also began to mark the 
publication with their "likes". Less than 15 minutes later, angry comments from fans of this page 
with Armenian surnames began to appear. Comments from Armenian users multiplied like an 
avalanche and became more and more aggressive and offensive. HALI Publications threats 
appeared in some of the comments and accusations of bribing the administration by 
Azerbaijanis. It was argued that Karabakh is Armenia and not Azerbaijan, and therefore the 
attribution of embroidery as Azerbaijani should be removed. 

| also posted my comment, in which | supported the magazine, saying that the objectivity 
of HALI was never questioned and its Facebook page only used collectors and museum 
attribution. At the same time, | recalled the professionalism of Dikran Kelekian and George 
Myers. 


A powerful and coordinated attack on the administration of the Facebook page ended 
with the fact that not even an hour had passed since the post was published - the administration 
deleted its own post. “HALI Publications” gave up in front of the collective and aggressive 
onslaught of the Armenian users of the page. This was genuine blackmail. 

This behavior in Azerbaijan is reflected in the popular proverb: "| swallowed again what | 


Wa 


had already spat out." “HALI Publications”, out of fear of Armenian blackmail, swallowed its own 
Spit. 

Seeing gross blackmail, | again re-published a copy of the HALI Publications post, but on 
my own behalf and on my Facebook page. The content of my post boiled down to the fact that 
“HALI Publication” could not stand it for an hour and deleted its post. In my text | shamed HALI 
Publications for cowardice and betrayal of the principles of own magazine. 

At the same time, in my post, | made a rash mistake, pointing out the objectivity of the 
attribution of Dikran Kelekian, compared to the wild and uncivilized comments of the current 
Armenian Facebook users. This was a fatal mistake. The Armenian participants in the discussion 
immediately began to massively complain about me to the Facebook administration. To remove 
my post, they called it hate speech. On the basis of these complaints, Facebook also deleted my 
post, which repeated the post of "HALI Publications". Thus, the attempt at a civilized discussion 
was interrupted by aggressive blackmail and deception. This is how the Facebook incident 
ended. Everything seems to be clear: Azerbaijan and Armenia are fighting not only on the 
military front, but on the ideological front. At War - as at War. The only thing that is not clear is 
the position of the Facebook page of “HALI Publications”. It is known. That from noble parents 
sometimes ignoble children are born. It turns out that this also applies to the once respected 
magazine "HALI". It remains only to ask: 

“HALI PUBLICATIONS”, WHY DO YOU DISGRACE “HALI” ??? 


Telman Ibrahimov 
PhD in Art. Azerbaijan National Academy of sciences 
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2. Magazine page with photos of embroidery from the collection of 
The Textile Museum 
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4. Azerbaijan embroidery. Caucasus. 17th century. The Textile Museum 
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Azerbaijan embroidered panel, Caucasus, 17th century. 


The textile Museum, asquired by George Hewitt Myers from 


Charles Dikran Kelekian in 1951. 


As featured in HAL! 184, Summer 2015 
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5. Page "HALI Publications” as it was before deletion by the 


administration of "HALI Publications" 
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NYBAMKALMA, KOTOPY1O B TEYEHME NEPBOTO 
PKE YACA NOD HATACKOM APMAH YOANMNA 
MEVICBYK CTPAHMLIA « HALI PUBLICATIONS"... 







Azerbaijan embroidered panel, Caucasus, 17th 
century. Former Dikran Kelekian Collection. Textile 
Museum, Washington D.C 
ApMaHe TyT ke OOpywunu «WKBaN» NOCTOB 3-34 
npucytcteva 6 ATpuByumu cnosa AsephaligxKan. 
Je ih y Can == 6) FSF |: Sy) SoS ATTPUGYUMA STO BbIWMBKU Kak 
DN Ie Ar CS SSVAZSSFSGOE IE DEM SN Ya «A3ephaigxKaHCckan» NPUHAANexuT CaMOoMy aBTOpy 
es a SERS SA ea 7, : wa TT konneKunn — ukpany Kenexvan, Toprosuy 
@aHTMKBapuaToM, POAMBWweMcA B TypuMM. OvKpaH 
Kenekvak 6bin npegeNbHO AOTOWEH UW OBbeKTMBeH 
B CBOMX aTpPUByuUMAX MB OTNMYMe OT aBTOpOB 
@PMAHCKMX NocToB Bin YeNoBeKOM 
UMBUNV3OB@HHbIM HE NeEWeEPHbIM AUKapem. 
Melichyk CTpaHMua *xypHana «HALI" cnacopana 
nepeg aPMAHCKMM HaTMCKOM. 
Dymato, Hago NpucTHIAUTb «HAL! PUBLICATIONS» 
COTHAMM NepenocTos ee Ke yAaNneHHoK 
CTPaHMUbl... 


Domenmmna.. O¥kanuteme... Pena... 


OO# 182 Kommextapun: 19 


Nogenunnce: 174 


6. My copy of the post “HALI Publications” with my comment 
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Bawa nyOnnkauMA Hapywaet Hopmb! cooouectTBa, 


KacaloujMecaA BpaxkgeGubix BbICKa3bIBaHHi 


Bawa nyGnukauna ckpbita oT apyrux. Ha Facebook gehcrTeyioT HOPMbI, KOTOpbIE 
anpewjaioT HeYBAXUTENbHOe OTHOWEHME K OCTANbHbIM NONbSOBAaTeNAM. 
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NYBNMKAUMA, KOTOPY!IO B TEYEHME NEPBOTO KE YACA NOD 
HATMCKOM APMSH YOANMANA DEMCBYK CTPAHMLIA « HALI 
PUBLICATIONS"... 


Azerbaijan embroidered panel, Caucasus, 17th century. Former Dikran 
Kelekian Collection. Textile Museum, Washington D.C 

APDMAHE TYT Ke OOPyYWUNM «WKBaN» NOCTOB M3-3a NPMCYTCTBMA B 
ATpwubyunn cnopa Asephavgxan. ATTPMOyYUMA 3TOM BbILWABKU Kak 
«A3ephavgxKaHckan» NpMHagNexuT CamMomMy aBTopy KoNNeKuyMu — QuKkpany 
KENeKMaH, TOPFOBLY @HTMKBapMaTOM, POAMBWEMCA B TypuMu. MuKpaH Ke 
NeKMaH BbIN NPeAeNbHO AOTOWEH MW OBbEKTMBEH B CBOMX ATNMBYUMAX MB 
OTNMYME OT ABTOPOB APMAHCKMX NOCTOB HbiIN YENOBEKOM LIMBUNU3OBaHHbIM 
He NEWEPHbIM AMKapem. 

MewcBbyk CTpaHuua xypHana «HALI" cnacoBana nepeg apMAHCKMM 
HaTMCKOM. 

AyMato, Hago NPMCTbIAMTb «HALI PUBLICATIONS» cOTHAMM NepenocTos 
ee Ke YAANEHHOM CTPaHMUubl... 








MIpoAONKuIb 


7. Warning to the Facebook administration about the unacceptability of my post 
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Like - Reply : See Translation - 2; O29 10 
Vefa Quliyeva 

KOBep HEOTBEMNEMAA UACTb 6bITa 
THOPKOB. Vim ony ycTunaay ceo“ 
topAbi. Ha KOBpe poxganuchb Ha 
KOBpe YMupany V Ha KOBpe Npoxog 
van NOCAeAHMA NyTb Zo moruabl. 
No ce JeHb 3Ta TRaAMLWA KMBET. 


Shirin Melikova 
Mbl O6paTwrvcb B pesaKutoO 
XKYPHala 3a PasbACHEHVEM 
BONpPOCa 
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i ply See Translation - 2y Oo . 
Rufat Orujev 
JlaQHoO, a KaKOBbI aPMSHCKKE 


Write a comment... Oo @ 





8. Comment of the user who speaks about the official appeal to the Facebook page 
“HALI Publications” for clarification of the issue ... THERE WAS NO EXPLANATION. 
“HALI Publication” could not admit that she "swallowed what she spat out earlier." 





9. Facebook logo of the “HALI Publications” page 
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